
Section 3. Methodology 
as an IMRD component 

Unit l. Methodology: 

Structu га I а na lysis 



Today we are here to talk about basic сотponents of the 

methodology section, as wel I as structura1 and functional analysis 

of а sample methodology section. 

The title 
11 

Methodology" in а research paper may vary in different 

disciplines and in differentjournals. lt is sometimes called 
materia/s and methods, or it can Ье called procedure, 

experiments, experimenta/, sime!ation, methodo/ogy or mode/. 

The Methodology chapter is one of the most important parts of 

а research paper occupying the f irst main body part of the 

paper. lt allows readers to evaluate the reliaЬility and validity of 

the research. Let's have а closer look at the parts of а sample 

Methodology section analyzing what the writer is doing in each 

sentence of the sample. We are literally going to dissect 

the section. 

One way to figure out what the writer is doing in а sentence is to 
look at the grammar and vocabulary clues. What is the tense of 

the main verb? What is that tense normally used for? 

1s it the same tense as in the previous sentence? lf not, why has 

the writer cha nged the tense? What words has the writer chosen 

to use? 

Now, 1 would like you to read а sample Methodology section. The 
title of the paper is Changes in the chemistry of al!oys in the 

sites of Norilsk. Try to answer the questions mentioned. Continue 

watch i ng to check you rself. 1 са n see that you а re back with us. 

So, what is the writer doing in each sentence of this sample? 

ln Sentence 1 the writer offers а general overview of the 
entire subsection, including the purpose of the investigation. 

Why does the writer need to introduce the Methodology after 

the lntroduction? 
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